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Today, I am delighted that we join the rest of world in 

commemorating World Children’s Day. 

 

As a nation, we ratified the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child in 1991, committing ourselves to ensure 

that all children in Malawi have the right to grow up 

with love, care, and respect. In this context, the 

Government’s role has been to align legislation, policy, 

and practice with this sacred commitment.  

 

As you all know, this year’s commemoration is taking 

place under strenuous circumstances due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. By all metrics, the health crisis 

has adversely affected children’s rights around the 

world. Here in Malawi, the pandemic has laid bare the 

deep inequalities among the children of our society, 

with many unable to access or afford basic healthcare, 

basic education, and basic protection. I am therefore 

thankful that this commemoration affords us all an 

opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to 

safeguarding the rights of our children and investing in 

their future.  
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As Dr. Chilima and I lead the charge of building a new 

Malawi, we do so knowing that we have undeniable 

obligations to the children of Malawi, who account for 

over half the population. Although children do not cast 

a vote in elections, it is right to have them foremost in 

our considerations on nation-building. This is no less 

because children are themselves the future of our 

nation.  

 

Even so, it must never be imagined that children do 

not have ideas of the kind of future they envision for 

themselves and their country. In fact, if anyone was in 

any doubt about their clarity on this, my discussion 

with them today should serve as a cure for that doubt. I 

have not merely enjoyed today’s discussion but have 

also learnt a great deal from it.  

 

So, to all the children in this room and around the 

country, thank you for your ideas, and I look forward to 

more of them. In honor of the contributions you make 

to the welfare of Malawi, I would like to tell you some 

of the things I and my team are doing to serve you:  

1. First, we have finished harmonizing all laws 

related to children and the Ministry of Justice is 
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ready to take them to Parliament for 

consideration.  

2. Second, we are implementing the National 

Children’s Policy, which will help ensure that all 

services and resources for children in Malawi are 

coordinated.  

3. Third, we are implementing the National 

Children’s Commission Act of 2019 to oversee all 

issues relating to children and ensure 

accountability on the same at all levels.  

4. Fourth, we are giving a lion’s share of our 

resources to sectors that deal with issues of 

children, such as Education, Health, Nutrition, 

and Early Childhood Development, with support 

from Development Partners and the World Bank.  

5. Fifth, as you can see from this dialogue, we are 

increasing children’s engagement with decision 

making processes and offices at various levels, 

including the children’s parliament, for which we 

have set aside resources to roll out at district 

level. In this regard, let me urge the Minister of 

Gender, Community Development and Social 

Welfare to speed up the development of the 

National Guidelines and Strategy on Child 
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Participation for validation and implementation 

by key stakeholders. 

6. Sixth, we are working on improvements to the 

way we protect children’s rights. The drop in the 

number of child protection workers from 800 to 

less than 300 over the past decade is something I 

find unacceptable, and the surge in child rights 

violations we are seeing these days is a national 

emergency we must address. Our process is being 

informed by the Child Protection Workers’ Task 

Analysis which identified critical issues requiring 

improvement including the type of training that 

Child Protection workers receive. 

7. Seventh, we are preparing for the mass 

birth/child registration exercise to take place in 

2021, so that we close the gap in registration of 

children below age 16, which stands at 8.4 

million. This registration database will ensure 

that children are protected from child labour, 

child trafficking, child marriage and other forms 

of child rights violations. 

 

From these few examples, I hope you can see that the 

Government is committed to promoting the rights of 

all children, even in tough times like these. But we 
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cannot do this alone. All parents, teachers, guardians, 

and communities have to do their part to ensure that 

our children grow up in an environment that allows and 

supports them to become great citizens. 

 

During my inauguration, I challenged all of us to be at 

our best. On this World Children’s Day, I extend that 

challenge to all the children in this nation. Be at your 

best and strive to do your best at all times, whether in 

school, at home, and out there when playing with your 

friends. The country will be better for it, I promise you, 

because one day not too far from now, one of you 

children will need to lead us forward as I am doing now. 

And the best way to prepare for that day is to be at 

your best today. 

 

Thank you for listening.  

  


